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Re-establishment of the principle of human dignity and resumption of Church Teaching  

in post-soviet and post-socialist reality, as experienced in Ukraine 

summary 

In the twentieth century Ukraine survived one of the worst and humiliating regimes, the 

communist, which caused millions of victims to achieve their ephemeral ideas. The Blessed Virgin 

Mary in Fatima in 1917 warned: "If they listen to my request, Russia will convert and peace will 

come; if not, it spreads mistakes around the world, causing the war and persecution of the Church." 

The Soviet communist ideology thanks to the efforts of the Soviet Union, had a great influence on 

the formation of a modern outlook not only in the territory of that state, but in a certain way to a 

large part of humanity. It is worth paying attention to some aspects of the establishment of the 

concept of human dignity in the post-Soviet and post-socialist society, which may be useful to the 

wider public. 

The device of the Soviet state provided for the domination of the state over personal, the 

absorption by the state of the individual in all spheres, so that the concepts of personal freedom 

and human dignity were subordinated to "state interests". Most of the population could not build a 

private life, but they had to save themselves and their loved ones. For example, the Soviet 

government was the first to legalize abortions, namely: 18.11.1920. the relevant government 

agencies issued a joint resolution "On the Protection of Women's Health", which proclaimed the 

free and abortive nature of the abortion. The USSR occupied one of the first places in the world in 

terms of the number of abortions for the number of births of children. The peak of the number of 

abortions fell to 1964 - 5.6 million, which was the maximum in the history of Russia. 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union and gaining independence in Ukraine, the processes of 

democratization began, the question of relations between the concepts of general and individual 

good, the rule of law and respect for human dignity arose. In Ukraine, at the constitutional level, it 

is recognized that life and health of a person are of the highest value. The Ukrainian parliament 

passed laws on medical activities that take into account bioethical issues; Committees on bioethics 

were established at various institutions of the state, health care system and civil society; Congresses 

on bioethics are regularly held; the study of bioethics in medical institutions was introduced; the 

ethical code of the medical worker is approved; Various measures for the dissemination of bioethical 

knowledge are conducted by Ukrainian Churches - Catholic and Orthodox. However, in practice, the 

concept of human dignity has not become an inalienable category of social consciousness and daily 

practice in public relations, in particular in the field of medicine. 

The bioethical legislation of Ukraine is characterized by numerous gaps and inconsistencies with 

international standards. Uncertain guarantees on medical interventions remain: determining the 

conditions for its legality, the legal regime for the provision of medical information and the 

preservation of medical secrets; bioethical problems of blood transfusion, transplantation, 

oncology, psychiatry, surgery, etc. Also, the problems of biomedical research: genetic tests, 

prohibition of experiments with human embryos, protection of individuals - objects of experiments, 

pharmacological research, etc. are not solved. Also, not all physicians are aware of the need for a 

clear bioethical regulation of the physician's activity. The main problem - along with the positive 

modern rhetoric, there is an outdated practice, for which a person remains only a tool for 

comprehension of enrichment or other purposes, and its dignity is neglected. The church and 

medical societies, in close cooperation, are called upon to work hard to eliminate the contradiction 

between the declared goals and the real state, doctors must become more loyal and practicing 

Christians. 


